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form;" to Irony, "the conflict of one with other individual wills." The forces that 
tend to limit will, heredity and environment, are discussed in the chapter "The 
Momentum of Character and the Sway of Circumstance," then come the forces of vast 
movements of history to which character yields or rises superior ; finally the forces of 
the supernatural as influencing life in Shakespearean drama. 

The Appendix gives schemes of plot for each of the Shakespearean plays. 

We have briefly outlined this new and comprehensive study of the life represented 
in Shakespeare's plays. Though we are every week confronted with a new work on 
Shakespeare, and still the master lives despite all these impediments, yet we are 
inclined to believe that Dr. Moulton's book has a place. Well planned, well written, 
definitely illustrated with analyses of the plays, it reaches conclusions drawn from a 
study of the plays themselves. We may wish for a different phraseology occasionally, 
but we must confess that the work leads only to a clearer understanding of the life and 
the structure of the plays, and makes the reader eager to know them better. In this 
volume of Dr. Moulton's at least one reader has found pleasure and profit, and can 
sincerely recommend it to all who wish to know better human nature as reflected in the 
greatest dramas of our literature. 

Will D. Howe. 

Butler College, 
Indianapolis. 



TWO RECENT HISTORIES OF AMERICAN LITERATURE. 

A History of American Literature. By W. P. Trent. New York : D. 

Appleton & Co. Pp. 598. 
A Reader's History of American Literature. By Thomas W. Higginson 

and H. W. Boynton. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Pp. 350. 

The year just passed produced two noteworthy additions to the histories of 
American literature — one by Professor William P. Trent, of Columbia ; the other 
by Thomas Wentworth Higginson, assisted by Henry W. Boynton. Professor Trent's 
book is one of the series of " Literatures of the World," edited by Edmund Gosse, 
each volume dealing with one of the great national literatures, and aiming to give " a 
uniform impression of its development, history, and character, and of its relations to 
previous and contemporary work." Mr. Higginson's work is based upon a series of 
lectures before the Lowell Institute, its name designing its primary purpose. A Read- 
er's History of American Literature. Each book contains a valuable bibliography ; 
that by Professor Trent is the more complete, as becomes the more pretentious volume. 
The bibliography compiled by Mr. Boynton is rather for the general reader or the less 
mature student. 

After a careful comparison with the other, more ambitious histories of American 
literature, one feels that Professor Trent's book is the most scholarly work of its kind 
yet produced. The book is thoroughly sane in tone, careful in judgment, and free 
from the colossal provincialism that marks another history covering the same field. 
The author's words impress us that, while he has weighed well the best that has been 
written by literary historians and critics, he has written after a fresh, careful rereading 
of the authors discussed. The book is marked, too, by a gratifying air of reserve 
power. One gains, perhaps, Professor Trent's own aims and purposes from his criti- 
cism of Lowell, " who," he says, " was rather a talker about books, pouring from his 
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wonderfully filled mind "what seemed for the moment most apropos and entertaining, 
than an orderly critic, carefully and systematically discussing his subject." Careful 
and systematic Professor Trent has certainly been. One disagrees with the author in 
bringing the history to a close with the literature produced before 1865. To omit one 
generation in three that have produced literature in this country certainly truncates 
the work, especially when a large portion of the book is given to authors whom, as 
Professor Trent acknowledges, " it is impossible to treat otherwise than tentatively 
and to a certain extent in an impressionistic fashion." In spite of Professor Trent's 
attractive manner of presentation, too, the layman, at least, though cheered by an 
occasional oasis, will find some portions of the history pretty dry reading. The dis- 
cussions of Longfellow, Poe, and Whitman are perhaps the happiest portions of the 
book ; and these are just the authors requiring the greatest sanity to treat justly and 
sanely. 

Mr. Higginson's book aims, confessedly, not to present a literary history of 
America, "but simply to give a connected account of the pure literature produced by 
Americans — not to be in any sense a minute literary cyclopaedia of the work, but 
rather the attempt to select, as time selects, the best or representative names of each 
period in its course." The appendices are intended, evidently, to adapt the book for 
use as a class-room text. To the writer it seems that the book is ill adapted for any 
such purpose. An interesting account of American literature, at times a fascinating 
one, told in an admirable manner, with the added interest of some very modestly 
told, yet invaluable, personal reminiscences ; but nevertheless one would wish rather 
to use the volume for occasional readings to a class, or to place as a convenient temp- 
tation for the student himself, than to employ it as a regular text. One cannot praise 
too highly the portrait of Emerson, used as a frontispiece, nor help wishing that, even 
were it necessary to forego some of the numerous and valuable facsimiles of letters 
inserted, the publishers who have such a wealth of illustrative material at their dis- 
posal should not have made greater use of it. While devoting little space to the 
minor characters, Mr. Higginson has given us a number of admirable little sketches of 
some of them, as, for example, his few lines on N. P. Willis. Naturally the treatment 
of the New England group is the most valuable portion of the book ; and of these 

pages those devoted to Lowell are perhaps the best. 

H. G. Paul. 
The University of Illinois, 
Champaign, 111. 



